
constitute three distinct personages and three Gods. 
(TPJS, p. 370, June 16, 1844)

But, if Joseph and the Elders had preached a plu-
rality of Gods for fifteen years (since 1829), why 
would God give them a revelation, ten years later, 
saying that the knowledge of “whether there be 
one God or many gods”was yet to come?
Further, a computer search of Teachings of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, History of the Church, Jour-
nal of Discourses, LDS scriptures, etc., etc., has 
turned up nothing that would verify Joseph’s 
claim. There is no known record of LDS teach-
ing on the plurality of Gods prior to 1839. 
D&C 121:28 opened the door to new and contra-
dictory teachings on the nature of God that put 
even more distance between the LDS Church and 
Bible-believing Christians.

 

In spite of Joseph’s First Vision claim that he saw 
God the Father in bodily form in 1820, he taught, 
15 years later in the 1835 D&C, that God the Fa-
ther is not a man but is a personage of spirit:

But having the idea that he is not man that he can lie, 
it gives power to the minds of men to exercise faith 
in him (Lecture 3:22, p. 40). 
We shall, in this lecture speak of the Godhead... The 
Father being a personage of spirit...The Son, who was 
in the bosom of the Father, a personage of tabernacle...  
(Lecture 5:2, pp. 52–53; See cover, 1891 D&C, p. 54)

In all the Standard Works (LDS scriptures) and 
other official publications of the LDS Church 
through 1839, there is no mention of God the 
Father being anything but an invisible personage of 
spirit (1835 D&C, p. 53, 62; Colossians 1:15, JST;                    
1 Timothy 1:17, JST; John 4:24; Luke 24:37, 39, JST; 
Alma 18:26–28, 22:7–11). 
The Bible has always agreed with the original 
LDS teaching that God the Father is not the 
same kind of being as man but that He is a per-
sonage of spirit (John 4:24).

Sometime between 1839 and 1842, Joseph Smith 

Before 1921
LDS and

Evangelicals
 agreed on 
three basic
Christian
truths...

What happened?

began to teach that God the Father had a body of 
flesh and bones:

That which is without body, parts and passions is noth-
ing. There is no other God in heaven but that God who 
has flesh and bones (TPJS, Section Four 1839–42 p.181).

Later, in spite of opposition from within the church7 
to teachings that conflicted with the Bible, the Book 
of Mormon, and the 1835 D&C, Joseph Smith’s new 
teaching was canonized in the D&C:

The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as 
man’s (D&C 130:22, April 2, 1843).

This event in the evolution of LDS theology was 
just another step further removed from Biblical 
Christianity.
These contradictory new teachings and the original 
LDS teachings on the nature of God were allowed 
to coexist in the D&C until 1921, after which the 
Lectures on Faith were omitted without a vote of 
the church. Today, those 75 pages, which were the 
Doctrine of the Doctrine and Covenants, are no longer 
considered canonized scripture by the LDS Church. 

 
Is it possible for us to regain that which we had 
in common in 1835, which is so basic to authentic 
Christian faith? Accepting, again, those attributes of 
God on  which we once agreed would be difficult. 
It would require a reversal of many changes which 
have been made in LDS theology. But it would be 
a good start. After all, Joseph Smith did teach that 
those very attributes of God were “unchangeable” 
and that knowing them was “necessary” for salva-
tion. Bible-believing Christians everywhere agree 
that to know God is eternal life (John 17:3). And we 
dare not try to revise Him as if He were our cre-
ation. He is our Creator.
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7 See David Whitmer, An Address to All Believers in Christ

You may have honest questions about these issues which deserve 
sound answers that make sense. If you would like to ask a ques-
tion or want additional information or documentation, contact:

   Can we reconcile
our differences? 

   Before 1921 we both taught
that God the Father
is a personage of spirit 

What happened? 



Cover: 1891 D&C, p. 54, “the Father being a personage of Spirit”

An understandable concern, expressed by Latter-
day Saints1, is that non-LDS Christians2 do not 
consider the LDS faith to be truly Christian.  On the 
other hand, Joseph Smith’s First Vision condemned 
all Christian creeds as “an abomination” and de-
clared that “those professors were all corrupt”. 
But we see hope for positive dialogue, based on sev-
eral Biblical truths, sustained in the solemn assem-
blies of the LDS church for 86 years as the “doctrine” 
of the original Doctrine and Covenants3  (1835 D&C), 
but omitted in 1921. Let’s examine those truths:
 

In the 1835 D&C, the Doctrine consisted of seventy- 
five pages of lessons titled, Theology—also referred 
to as the Lectures on Faith.  In the third lecture, p. 36, 
Joseph Smith taught that, in order to have faith in 
God unto life and salvation, it is necessary to have 
“...a correct idea of his character, perfections and 
attributes.”
The lesson then proceeds to examine the attributes 
of God, as given by revelation, mostly quoted and 
paraphrased from the Bible. One of those attributes 
was that God has always been God:

...even from everlasting to everlasting, you are God 
(1835 D&C, p. 37; Psalm 90:2, JST4).
...he is God over all, from everlasting to everlasting... 
(1835 D&C, p. 39)

Then, rightly, Joseph taught that:
...seeing that these are attributes of the Deity, they are 
unchangeable—being the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever... for God never changes, therefore his attributes and 
character remain forever the same (1835 D&C, p. 51).

Throughout early LDS  Scriptures and teachings, 
there was only one God who had created every-
thing, throughout the immensity of space. The 1835 
D&C has these statements:

We here observe that God is the only supreme gover-
nor, and independent being...who is omnipotent, omni-
present, and omniscient; without beginning of days or 
end of life (p. 12).
But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are 
all things...and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him (p. 27; 1 Cor 8:6, JST).
I am God and there is none else; I am God, and there is 
none like me, declaring the end from the beginning (p. 
45; Isa 46:9, JST).
...and there is no God else beside me, a just God and a 
Savior. (p. 46; Isa 45:21, JST)

The Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible also states:
Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host... 
(Nehemiah 9:6, JST) 
...before me there was no God formed. Neither shall 
there be after me. (Isaiah 43:10, JST)

Today’s LDS scriptures still have remnants of Jo-
seph Smith’s original theology of only one God:

Which Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one God, infi-
nite and eternal, without end (D&C 20:28).
...Christ the Son, and God the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, which is one Eternal God... (Alma5 11:44)

Clearly there was only one God, anywhere, at any 
time, in LDS theology before 1839, in agreement 
with what the Bible and non-LDS Christians have 
taught from the beginning. 

According to the D&C, on March 20, 1839, God 
gave Joseph Smith the following revelation an-
nouncing: 

...A time to come in the which nothing shall be with-
held, whether there be one God or many gods, they 
shall be manifest (D&C 121:28).

Eventually, Joseph went on to claim that:
...I have always and in all congregations when I have 
preached on the subject of the Deity, it has been the 
plurality of Gods. It has been preached by the Elders 
for fifteen years...and [Father, Son & Holy Ghost] 

(See also D&C 20:17, 28; Moroni 8:185; and  Mormon 
9:95,  all of which still reflect the 1835 LDS theology.)
The Bible and non-LDS Christian churches have 
always taught that God has existed, as God, from eter-
nity, without  beginning (Psalm 90:2; Deuteronomy 
33:27).  In 1835, Latter-day Saints were in agreement 
with the Bible on this important doctrine.

At the April 1844 Conference of the Church, Joseph 
Smith made public a dramatic change in his teachings 
about the nature of God. He said:

We have imagined and supposed that God was God from 
all eternity. I will refute6 that idea...he was once a man like 
us (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 345–346; His-
tory of the Church 6:305; Journal of Discourses 6:3). 

Joseph no longer believed and taught, as he did in 
the 1835 D&C, that God was “God from all eternity.” 
That which was absolutely necessary for our salva-
tion in 1835 was no longer true nine years later. The 
new LDS God, from 1844 through today, was once a 
mortal man, without the powers of godhood, who later 
became a God (Gospel Principles, p. 305, 1995; TPJS, 
pp. 345-346). Before, God had been the independent 
Creator of all things (1835 D&C, p.12, 53). Now, he 
was dependent on another God, his father, for his 
birth and path to godhood (Search These Command-
ments, Melchizedek Priesthood Personal Study Guide, 
1985, p. 152; Doctrines of Salvation 2:47).
Joseph Smith’s teachings about this important attri-
bute of God had been identical to the teachings of the 
Bible and non-LDS Christian churches. But, with this 
revised theology, he had departed (apostatized) from 
his own faith and scriptures. 
Today, many Latter-day Saints profess to believe both 
contradictory ideas, that God has been God from all 
eternity and that he was once a man who became a 
God. But Joseph Smith did not believe both at the 
same time. First, he admitted having believed the 
1835 doctrine by saying, “We have imagined and sup-
posed that God was God from all eternity.” Then he 
said he would refute that idea. In other words, in 1844, 
he would prove it wrong. It was no longer true.
This new teaching—changing the nature of God—not 
only disturbed many Latter-day Saints of the day, but 
also guaranteed an estrangement from the Bible-believ-
ing non-LDS Christian body.

1  Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (Mormon or LDS).

2  Members of Christian denominations which have the 
Bible alone as a guide for faith and practice.

3  Full page documentation for all references to the 1835 
D&C can be viewed and printed from a pdf file at www.
crcmin.org/PDFs/Building_a_Bridge_W:A_E.pdf

4  Joseph Smith Translation 
5  Book of Mormon
6  Italics added in all quotes.

Before 1921 we both taught 
that God has always been God 

What happened? 

What happened? 

   Before 1921 we both taught
that there is only one God 


